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(57) What is claimed is: 

1 . An endoscope comprising a tip end curving mechanism for changing a 
direction of a tip end of an inserting section, a motor for driving the tip end 
curving mechanism, a curving-operation member which is provided on an 
10 operating section and which manually receives an operation force, a detection 
unit that detects an amount of operation force received by the 
curving-operation member, and a unit that processes a signal obtained by the 
detection unit and that controls driving electricity supplied to the motor. 

15 2. The endoscope according to claim 1 , wherein the detection unit that 
detects the amount of operation force received by the curving-operation 
member is a wire resistance strain gauge mounted on the curving-operation 
member. 

20 3. The endoscope according to claim 1 , wherein the detection unit that 
detects the amount of operation force received by the curving-operation 
member is a pressure-sensing element provided on a finger-abutment section 
of the curving-operation member. 

25 4. An endoscope comprising a tip end curving mechanism for changing a 
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direction of a tip end of an inserting section, a unit that drives the tip end 
curving mechanism, a curving-operation member which is provided on an 
operating section, which is connected the operating section such that the 
curving-operation member is displaced in association with a driving member of 
5 the tip end curving mechanism, and which manually receives an operation 
force, a detection unit that detects an amount of operation force received by 
the curving-operation member, and a unit that processes a signal obtained by 
the detection unit and that controls driving electricity supplied to the motor. 

10 5. The endoscope according to claim 5, wherein a driving member of the 
tip end curving mechanism and a driving shaft of the motor are connected to 
each other such that they can engage with and disengage from each other, and 
the endoscope further comprises a unit that releases the connection between 
the driving member and the driving shaft by operating from outside. 
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